Panama Canal

The United States considered building the canal in either Nicaragua or Panama. 
http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/chooseroute.html
A. Discuss the pros and cons of the Nicaraguan and Panamanian locations.

B. Before construction in Panama could begin, Panama had to gain its independence from Columbia. What role did the United States play in Panama's revolution?

The physical characteristics of Panama made it a breeding ground for mosquitoes. With the mosquito came yellow fever and malaria. The death toll from disease was staggering. 
C. Read the quote from Ferdinand de Lesseps at the upper left corner of the page.
http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/bugwar.html
How right was de Lesseps in his prediction?

D.  Considering de Lesseps downplayed the role of disease in the tropics while he was in charge of the project, what can we infer about his ethics in making his dire predictions after his company filed for bankruptcy?
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. I've included a website that drives home this sentiment.  Look at the slideshow. Name five important things you notice about the working conditions.  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/bonus-video/panama-locks/ 
E.  Look at the animation of a ship going through the canal. Draw a map below and label the locks and bodies of water it will pass through. 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/bonus-video/panama-locks/ 
F . Many of the 50,000 + workers on the Canal were recruited from Caribbean Islands. This caused a major migration of blacks from the islands to Central America. 
http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/topic.cfm?migration=10&topic=4&tab=image&bhcp=1 
G. Discuss the role of Jim Crowe Laws in reference to working conditions for migrating Caribbeans. 
http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/zonelife.html
H.  Compare and contrast the life of gold and silver workers.

I. Take a look at the picture of Hercules on the cover of the Panama Pacific International Exposition program. What does this picture say about the sense of pride and optimism in America at the turn of the 20th Century? 
http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/engineeringicon.html
