Counter-Reformation

Web Quest

England
Review: 

Remember that at the end of England’s medieval period there was a terrible civil war called The War of the Roses. The entire war was fought to decide which noble family would hold the throne of England. Though common folk had no say one way or the other, their lives were made miserable as war raged across the countryside. Eventually, the Tudor family came to power. Use the link below to refresh your memory and answer the questions that follow.

http://www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/KingsandQueensofEngland/TheTudors/TheTudors.aspx 

A. How many Tudors held the throne of England?   _________________ 

B. For how many years did this family rule? _________________ 
C. Under Tudor rule, this neighboring land was brought under British control. ___________ 

D. The three children of Henry VIII who would hold the throne of England were: 


___________________




_______________________ 




____________________________ 

E. There were two official changes in religion under the Tudor rule. This text claims that 

many individuals were martyred. In other words, many individuals were executed for refusing to adopt the state religion. Reflect upon this a moment. Now look at the quote from the U.S. Bill of Rights—the first part of the First Amendment to the Constitution. Our founding fathers were predominately from English ancestry. How much do you think the bloodshed during the Tudor years and the years that followed might have inspired the writing of these words? Explain your answer. (IDEAL) 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof… 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________  

Elizabeth 

The third child of Henry VIII, Elizabeth is considered one of the most glorious rulers in English history. Use the link below to answer some questions about her reign. 

http://www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/KingsandQueensofEngland/TheTudors/ElizabethI.aspx 

A. How many languages could Elizabeth speak? _______________ 

B. For how many years did she rule? ___________________ 

C. The 39 Articles of 1563 created a compromise between the ______________ and the 
_______________________. 

D. Despite the fact that Elizabeth was tired of the bloodshed, the papacy was determined to bring England back into the Catholic fold. The two main Catholic countries on the European mainland were Spain and France. Remember: monarchies are families, and in Europe centuries of political alliances were the result of marriages between these families. Elizabeth’s own half-sister Mary was the child of such a union. Catherine of Aragorn was Spanish. Take deep religious fervor and couple it with family pride and a thirst for power (i.e. money) and you have a recipe for revenge, murder, and war. Two areas ripe for treason were: 

_________________________

__________________________ 

E. Indeed Elizabeth was forced to have her own cousin ___________________ executed.  

James I 
Take a deep breath here, and get ready to see how monarchies and bloodlines were used for both political and religious alliances and treacheries. James IV of Scotland was the son of Mary Queen of Scots. When Elizabeth I died without an heir (Virgin Queen), Scotland and England were united. When he ascended to the throne of England, he took the name James I. 
http://www.historyisfun.org/chronicles/james_more.html 

A. James I ruled England for _______ years. 
B. James believed that sovereigns (rulers of empires) got their power through The Divine Right of Kings. In everyday language this means…

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

C. Because James I felt he was divinely chosen to rule, he rarely consulted Parliament in his decision-making process. Hello????? Anyone remember a little document called the Magna Carta? For those of you who don’t, this document expressly forbid the king from arbitrarily doing whatever he liked. The monarchs of England and the nobles of the English Parliament had kept this power-sharing truce for more than 400 years. The king had to ask Parliament for permission to levy taxes, wage war, or change policy. Parliament was quite unhappy that the king simply side-stepped them completely. So who did he turn to for advice? Well this just might surprise you—history is much more dramatic than your textbook would have you think. Though he was married and had children, he sort of had a relationship on the down-low. His most trusted advisor was in fact George Villiers. Click the link below to read about the fellow King James I called: his sweet child and wife. 
http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/biog/buckingham1.htm 

Villiers used James’ interest in him to climb the social ladder. His type of person would have been described by Jonathan Swift (Gulliver’s Travels) as a leaper—one who leaps ahead of those more qualified for a job based on favoritism and/or political connections. Villiers gained the King’s patronage (money and influence) and eventually was granted the title: 

__________________________________________________. 

D. Not only did Villiers use his position to gain vast personal wealth, he also managed to interject himself into the politics of Europe. James’ eldest daughter had married the head of the leading state (the Palatinate) in the German Protestant Union. Remember Martin Luther started the German Reformation, which led to an outbreak of hostilities that temporarily ceased with the Peace of Augsburg. Each state was given the freedom to choose its own religion. Long story short, James’ daughter and her new hubby were quite popular and were named the King and Queen of Bohemia by the Protestant Union. Did they live happily ever-after? Not so fast my young ones! As is usually the case in these troubled historical times, there was another powerful, and as you might have guessed, Catholic family in the neighborhood who wanted Bohemia for itself. This was the Hapsburg family. James’ daughter and her hubby were unceremoniously kicked out of Bohemia and forced to seek exile in…
http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/glossary/palatinate.htm 
________________________________

E. Now there were those in England who wanted a military intervention to put Jame’s daughter back on the throne. By the way, what was her affectionate nickname? 

____________________________________ 

F. War though is a costly endeavor. Why not a marriage? Remember these European royal families were interconnected by blood and marriage. The best way to keep power and money is simply to keep it in the family. The Hapsburgs had a relative on the throne of Spain, and he had a daughter. Can you see the possibilities here? The King of Spain was named: 
_____________________________________________ (title)
His daughter was called: 

_____________________________________________ (nickname)
G. The idea was to arrange a marriage between James’ son Charles and the daughter of the King of Spain. This would give Charles a chance to advocate for his older sister with the part of the Hapsburg family that had kicked her out of Bohemia. Alas, this was not to be. Negotiations failed, and Plan B had to be adopted. If you can’t curry favor and peace through marriage, you can always make a political alliance with someone else. Ah yes, the enemy of my enemy is my friend. If you can’t defeat the Hapsburgs on the battlefield or tame them in the bedroom then by heaven you can thoroughly enrage them by wedding Charles to a French woman. The Hapsburg’s hated the French. Charles is eventually married to the very Catholic: 
___________________________________________________ 

H. Now this marriage was arranged with the help of George Villiers. He was such a resourceful fellow. Remember, he had been James’ favorite for sometime. However, the King was much, much older than he, and while Villiers was helping to arrange the marriage for Charles, he seems to have transferred his affections to James’ son. Sigh, love can be so fickle. At any rate, The Duke of Buckingham was forever stirring up trouble and making enemies. The fact that he married Charles to a Catholic princess enrage the Protestant nobility as much as the fact that Villiers still held such power over Charles even after the young prince succeeded his father and was crowned: 

http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/biog/buckingham1.htm 

__________________________________________ (title) 
I. There were two other things that infuriated the British nobility. The first was that Villiers was always trying to garner glory through military endeavors. These excursions were costly in both blood (of commoners) and treasure (of the nobility). Which one do you think the nobility was the angriest about? One of these costly endeavors was a disastrous campaign waged for the Spanish city of: 

_______________________________________

J. Parliament tried to rebuke Buckingham by yanking his title. Charles interfered and simply: 

_____________________________________________________ 

This would be the equivalent of the President of the United States firing Congress and the Senate. Can you imagine the uproar? 

K. Now when Charles needed Parliament, he was not above calling them in to raise money. He needed money because civil war was beginning to break out in different parts of the country. In Scotland, Charles attempted to force people to adopt the Church of England (Anglicanism). The Scots were: 

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/charlesI.htm 


______________________________________________ 

L. Parliament told the King to take a hike. Civil unrest continued. Open rebellion broke out in the land of  __________________ because the Catholics were opposed to British Protestant Rule. 
M. The civil unrest lasted for _______________ years. 

N. Soon the entire country is picking sides. There were those who were loyal to King Charles and those who were not. Even members of Parliament chose sides. Those who fought on the side of Charles were called: 
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=150 

____________________________ 

O. Those who fought against him were called: 

_____________________________ 

P. Take a moment to think. After reading a definition as to the origin of the term used to apply to Charles’ followers, which of his many wrong-headed decisions seemed to inspire his enemies the most?

_________________________________________________ 

Q. Eventually Charles is captured by his enemies and executed. Why did he wear two shirts on the day of his execution?
_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

       
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/STUcharles1.htm 
Needless to say, this execution of a monarch sent a collective shiver down the spine of every monarch in Europe. So much for the Divine Right of Kings!  

